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Some days after our arrival I was taking my morning ride, eagerly inhaling
the cool and balmy air, when I saw a whirlwind of dust rapidly approaching. I
had scarcely time to draw on one side when five or six open carriages, of antique
build and strangely yoked, passed me, containing several persons whom I recognised,
by their gold-embroidered turbans, as of high rank. These carnages were followed
by a perfect troop of horsemen of the Cossack type, with flowing beard, and lance
in hand, who pranced along on large horses of the desert, superbly caparisoned.
The whole swept by in the twinkle of an eye. I saluted mechanically, and the
salute was returned by one of the party. I was perplexed at the presence of these
strange guests in this good English city, and hastened to return to the bungalow.
I found its courtyard invaded by these mysterious horsemen, who had uncere-
moniously converted it into a bivouac; fires were blazing on every side; horses
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were tethered in rows, and in one corner were the smart carriages, still covered
with dust My servants soon informed me that all this bustle was caused by the
arrival of'the Prince Mouti Sing, son of the Eajah of Marwar, who was proceeding
on a mission to Bombay.

The horsemen who formed his escort were all Bajpoots of the Eahtore clan,
one of the most xenowned. Inasmuch as I myself was making my way towards
Bajpootana, this meeting was most opportune, seeing that I hoped to obtain from
the prince precise directions. He had taken up his quarters in the next house,
and it was therefore easy for me, with my knowledge of Indian habits, to see Mm
whenever I thought proper,                                                                  ;

Whilst he was resting after the fatigues of Ms journey, I examined with
interest these fine Eajpoots, who were moving Mther and thither about the house.
Their frank and open countenances and martial bearing favourably impressed me. I